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Sren sfter Lorld Lar I1 friction develored between Llevert Cettwald, Chairnmen
= the Uzecicslove Cormumist rarty (EsSC), end Pvdolf Slansly, Secretary-
&zsnera_x. of the Perty. slansiy hed returned to Pragve after the war with the
ion of building & pewerful crgarizational arnperatve with ¢ generel

seavelariat cov pletely doveted te hin. In the sumer of 1045, therefcre, he
erped the renersl secretariat I these 'w o had been nerters of Getiwald®s
ape-tnyr faction in Prague, inclvding Veelev David, Ivan loly, and Cldrich
fase. '

mvld hae been z me ber of the 80 since the thirties, altheuih befcre the
gar he wes ned active nuiiielrv. iring lorid tar 1T he var & e bexr of the
Lot rawmiat vncercrownd wiich “curht againet the Geraeng. Devid Aid not play
2 ecns "‘:’chcv‘“ role. hewever, and go nanoked 4 erearc arrest. Iie is 2 cleri—
lile tywe ot perscr, indecisive, nct very briftt, Mt cbedient and diseiviined.
Tin +1 e nev‘l w establiched Centrel lecretariast of the Party, David had beccne
aviei ol the ca're cepart eni. Iie hed veen svrperied by Jesef 1rc sner, head
of the Ivssre repion ¢f the 1.5C,  Gotbwaid. ircsnar and Gottwaid, whe had
inown Vavid before the war, were sure “hot e veuld weonditionally chey their
Mrec”iver and nct set inderendenily. The cadre departrent's {unction was te
irt Cormmunists te 1ey nositions in the govermvent and in na%rionclized in-
dustry,  lvan foly, Terier derviy of the Surunist Party for the Fragve regien,
}‘ad been sppoinied head of the crranizeticral “eparti:ent arnd (ldrich llas chief
* the nrovaganda derartnient.

"

Clansly had David trensferred tc Pariiar ent as e Scryrnist demity, Holy as
sirned te doing Perty vor! in the Pregre distriets, and ilas rads heed oi‘ .
the Uaticnal acrn’*it‘bee of Vinohrady (Pragve 12) district. {lens'y was not

7ied with these dernoticns, however, and in 1946 he appcinted Hlas chief

of tne r)m,sin," departnent of the Jentral Naticnel Scryvitiee in bragve. During
Mias' tenvre there, various rzerinetions and nismenage ent in the allotrent

of epart:cnts vere reveaied. Ilas vas susnended and Slans!y insisted on his
muni shnent and discharge fron the Farty., Upon Gettwaid's interventicn, however,
‘he af'fair was dropped and llas vac tade a conercisl nenager in netionslized
Iadusvry.  After Slansiv's reieval, Cottuald apncinted Ilos Jzeciosiovalk
Cindster o [crvay.
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Devid nloyed a passive role in Parliarcont, pertly becavse of his ner-
sonality and wortly becavsc be rerliized “lat as long es Slansly was in
ceotrol, none of the meople he had ronoved eculd Letter thoir nogition
in the Perty. Gottuald continved to sunport Tavid, however. The
President frequently praised hir and uryed hic 4 tal e rart 4n Parlia-
nentery celegations abreed se that e could acquire foreifm experieuce.
With Siensly ovt of the way, Gottuald en 31 Jamvary 1953 appeirnted Davi
“inister of Fereign .affairs,

In 1945, ‘lansky alsc opposed the appoist -ent cof Prosnar, anciher menber
of Gottwald's clique, to the post of Deputy . evetary-General of the LSC,
4& corpronise was reacked betueen Gottwald end flangly ac@rrding to wkich
Erosner vas eppointed head of the Prage region of the Party,

Gottwald's appoiniment of David as roreign ldnister nchicved a ouch greater
purpose than that of rerely revarding a {riecd. The rrevious Foreign _
Iinister, Viliam Siroky, a ‘lansly men, is very anbitious and a naster of
behind-the~scenes intrigues. {iroly is elsc o patient nan as shown by the
fact that it tool hin five yesrs to wrest contrel of the Corywuntat Party
in Slovelria from Gustav Husak, Vliedinir Glenentis + Laco lovonesly, Daniel
Okali, and Jozef Soltesz. Siroly appreciated the a’ventages to be gained
fron the position of lilnister of Forelgn Affairs; these included frequent
direct ccntact with loscow, not only through the Scviet Ambasssdor in
Progue, but alsc through perscnal contact witl: the Lrenlin as a nianber of
Govermment delegations tc the USSR, Consequently, vhon Clerientir was in
Hovr Yor: in 1949 as hesd of the Sgech United lations delepation,

toclr ctarge of tl'e Foredgn lilnistry despite Clenentis’ orponition, Later,
with Siens!y's aid, Sirely rerioved Clenentis and succeeded hin as Foreign
Iinister. Slansly and Siroly had obtained the approvel of laseow for thie
neve vitkout the !nouledge of Gottwald. Gottuald vas opposed io the re-
neval of Clerentis and delayed it until conpelled by lioscow to give his
consent. Gottwald realized thet !iroky vould exploit his new position to
further his own career, uvhereas he had already decided tc dorinate

the Foreign liinistryr hinself. Sircly ves prinarily concerned with gaining
control of the direct chemnel to the Krenlin. Secretary.General of the
Perty Slensly and Prine !dnirter Antonin Zepotocly, in addition to President
Gottweld, hed direct access to loscow. Gottwald's first ain when he began
Lo centralize pever in his hands in 1950 wvae to nring under his control all
contacts with the Irerlin. The elirination ¢f Slansly was a mejor step
forvard in this plan.

The recent rocrganization cf the Governnent was narely a ccntinuation of
Gottwald's effcrt to centralize power. Thus the appointnent of David was
¢esigned to eliminate Siroly's ecntact with the Krerdin. Thie becane
even nmore inperative vhen, after Slansly's renoval, Sirely becaie the
mmber tvo Ccrnunist as head of the Sloval Cormumist Party. Gottuald
planned tc nele Sircky responsible for the accelerated seonomic develop-
nent of Sleveide. It wae a foregone eonciusion that Siroly would feil
and thus the wey wonuld be paved for his liqridation. Dosrite the cool
relationship between Gottwald and Zapotociy, the latter did not interfere
in Gottvald's sctions against fircly becavsc he, too, vas afraid of an ine
creaes of Siroly's power at the cxnonse of his owm.

Lith Slansiy out of the way, Cottwald turne’ tc the problen of elininating
Zapo oely, Hir recrganization cf the Government early in 1953 evt into
Zapotociy's pover sphere. He plenned nert to replace Zapotocky es Priue
linister by Jarcmir Dolemsly. An indication cf Gettwald's increased
strength was shown in the coriposition of the Czech delegation to Stalin's

‘funeral: the Sloval. Corrmmist Farty was ropresented by Mnister of Nation-

al Security, iharol Dacilel, a Gottuald nen, rather than by the head of
the Party, Sircly; the Governnent was represented by linister of National
Defense Alexe) Ceplcka, Gottwald's son-in-law, and not by Prime Minister
Zapotoel y. :
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Lith Gottue:3's death, the center «f nover shifted. Zaprtockr, ar resd f
t'¢ Gcvornnont and the nost poverfil Covmnist, becee munber one nan in
tue Pezty. Zepoteciy hes no corpetitors ¢f ann iupertance, althcugh Sircly
is 2 potentially dangercus rival. Zapotociy 1s comelled to continue the
tactics started against Siroly by Gottweld. Zapetcely ear ecunt on the
leyalty of the Gottwald faction headed by Dolans!y, Antenin lovotay, and
Varleav Lopeely, nct fron deveiicn but from the exipencies of the situation,
Sirely's only hope lies in liosocw's suppert, Zapotcely is alrcady com-
prondgsed In the eyes of liosccw for his responsibility for the under-
fritillnent of deliveries from Czecheslovaliie tc the USSR, Sircly does
noet siiore this blate b¥cause he did not desl with econonie matiers ercept
for tre industrialization of Slovakia. Ancther facter sgainst Zapotoely
is his nenbership in that group of old~guard revclvtionaries which is being
liquideted throwghoul the Fsovles' Derccracies. PFurthermwre, he vas
originaily a focial Derwerat. If the Krenmlin shoulid decide in faver of

‘Sireky, a nev radicalisn in donestic policy and new Party rurges could e

expected.
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